BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

OF the scores of books that have been written about
the War of 1812, many deal with particular phases,
events, or personalities, and most of them are biased
by partisan feeling. This has been unfortunately true
of the textbooks written for American schools, which,
by ignoring defeats and blunders, have missed the
opportunity to teach the lessons of experience. By
all odds the best, the fairest, and the most complete
narrative of the war as written by an American his-
torian is the monumental work of Henry Adams,
History of the United States of America, 9 vols. (1889-
91). The result of years of scholarly research, it is also
most excellent reading.

Captain Mahan's Sea Power in its Relation to the
War of 1818, % vols. (1905), is, of course, the final word
concerning the naval events, but he also describes with
keen analysis the progress of the operations on land
and fills in the political background of cause and effect.
Theodore Roosevelt's The Naval War of 1812 (1882) is
spirited and accurate but makes no pretensions to a
general survey. Akin to such a briny book as this but
more restricted in scope is The Frigate Constitution
(1900) by Ira N. Hollis, or Rodney Macdonough's
Life of Commodore Thomas Macdonough (1909). Ed-
gar Stanton Maclay in The History of the Navy, 3 vols.
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